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Question and Answer for Custodians regarding Material Witness’  
 

Why is my friend or relative being held a material witness? 

The individual is held a material witness to testify against the person who is charged in the criminal case.  The material 

witness is not facing any criminal charges, they are only being held as a witness for the government.   

 

How long will the material witness remain in custody if they are not released on bond? 

The Government must release the material witness back to their country of origin within 60 days after the initial 

appearance. 

 

Who is U.S. Pretrial Services? 

Pretrial Services is a federal agency who specifically works for the Court.  We do not work for the arresting agency nor 

do we work for the prosecution. 

 

Will your information be given to anyone? 

The information you provide will be furnished to the Court to assist with the release of the material witness.  It will not 

be shared with anyone, unless the material witness fails to return to court or fails to surrender when the case is over. 

 

Does the custodian need to deposit any money into the Court? 

The co-signer does not need to deposit any money; however, the co-signer must be willing to provide documentation 

showing they have assets of $20,000 or more to cover the cost of the bond, should the material witness not return to 

Court when directed or surrender after the case is completed. 

 

What are my obligations to the Court if is co-sign on the bond?  

You are required to notify the Court or the U.S. Pretrial Services Office if the material witness violates any conditions of 

bond or leaves your custody without permission.  If you fail to notify the Court or Pretrial Services, the Court can order a 

warrant for your arrest and require you to pay the bond or $5,000.00 or $20,000.00.   

 

As a custodian, can I have individuals reside in my home who are not legally in the United States? 

No, you would not qualify and the custodian also needs to be in this country legally.  
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How long will the case last? 

The cases generally will last from one to three months.  

 

Can the material witness work while on bond? 

No, the material witness is only authorized to legally live in the U.S. 

 

Does the status as a material witness allow you to stay in the United States permanently? 

No, the material witness is only allowed to remain in the U.S. temporarily.  It is best to communicate with your attorney 

or an immigration attorney. 

 

Where will the material witness reside once released? 

As the custodian, the material witness will be required to reside with you.  You will basically be responsible for the 

material witness while the case is pending. 

 

What forms are required to complete?   

If you wish to cosign a bond, you will need to complete the Co-Surety Form located on this website.  You will also need 

to provide a copy of the driver’s license or identification from the State you are residing and your social security card.  If 

you are legal permanent resident alien, then we will need a copy of that document.   

 

What do I do once I have completed all the paperwork?  

Please call the U.S. Pretrial Services Office at 1-830-703-2096 to make arrangements to forward the information via 

email or fax.  

 

What do I do next?  

U.S. Pretrial Services will call you to verbally inform you that you have been approved and thereafter set a date for you 

to come to the Del Rio Courthouse to sign the bond.  

 

What happens if I arrive to Del Rio without completing the above steps? 

U.S. Pretrial Services will need to contact the Court, U.S. Marshals and the arresting agency to make arrangements for 

the bond out process, which could take a day or two.  

 


